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EDITORIAL -AN APPEAL TO THE NEXT PRIME MINISTER 


Within a few days of our publication date, the result of 
the General Election will be known and therefore we 
think this is the right time to make this editorial an 
appeal to the next Prime Minister. 

Since 1964 this country, through successive govern- 
ments, has engaged in the pretence of enacting legis- 
lation to combat the spread of racial hatred. We say 
pretence, because the harsh reality is that racial hatred 
is deliberately and openly spread in defiance of existing 
legislation, and on a greater scale than when legislation 
was first enacted. Not only is that a fact, but local 
authorities up and down the country have defended 
the “rights” of self proclaimed racist organisations to 
enunciate their racist propaganda, on the basis of ‘‘free 
speech’’, by allowing them the use of civic property. 

When Martin Webster, the National Front’s National 
Activities Organiser, can openly state that their election 
campaign will be “very, very racist indeed” and then 
proceed to back that statement up with the distribution 
of election literature and leaflets to prove the point, 
yet, despite that fact, the National Front is provided 
with facilities for meetings in hundreds of schools 
under the Representation of the Peoples Act, then 
there can be no doubt how woefully inadequate 
our society is in combating racialism at all levels. 

Will the next government amend the Representation 
of the Peoples Act to prevent racists hiding behind it? 

We in fact revel in dual and hypocritical standards. 
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Racist immigration laws on the one hand — and a Race 
Relations Act on the other. Everyone connected with 
race relations, including various government depart- 
ments, knows full well the deep and bitter feelings that 
exist in the black community over the use of section 4 
of the Vagrancy Act 1824 (the notorious ‘“‘sus” laws) 
as a means of general harassment of black youth. Yet 
despite that knowledge, a pretence is maintained that 
the complaints come from a handful of ‘‘trouble- 
makers” and nothing is done to remove this festering 
sore of abuse that does so much to create tension and 
hostility in the black communities. 

Will the next government take action to stop the 
abuse of this law? 

Just as there is ample information available about 
“sus”, that is apparently ignored, it seems that a 
similar situation prevails regarding the deliberate 
attacks by racist thugs on the black and Asian com- 
munity. That the police often seek to represent these 
acts of violence as having no racist connection, often 
referring to them as the actions of “local hooligans’, 
rather than being politically organised or motivated, 
shows a singular determination not to face up to the 
reality of what is actually taking place in many of our 
cities as a direct consequence of the activities of 
members of the National Front and British Movement. 

It would seem that is this one particular area where all 
the current talk of preserving “law and order’ hardly 
seems to be related, yet the number of incidents of 
violence against blacks and Asians in certain areas of 
this country have received widespread publicity, which 
in Brick Lane, for instance, forced the authorities to 
take belated action. 

Will the next government face the reality of what is 
happening in our society and take effective action to 
stamp out organised racist thuggery? 
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Another matter for concern is the existing immi- 
gration laws which, without doubt, discriminate against 
blacks and Asians. All talk of controlling further 
immigration is not meant to apply generally to white 
immigrants but to the dependents of black and Asian 
immigrants already settled here. Indeed it is quite 
clear that this is the case, since under the European 
Common Market regulations in the Treaty of Rome, all 
members of the Common Market are obliged to ensure 
the right of entry within the EEC. 

Will the next government ensure that all immigration 
laws are immediately made non-discriminatory by 
repealing the 1971 Immigration Act? 

Existing legislation to combat racialism has proved, 
despite recent changes, to be ineffective in combating 
the hugely increased distribution of racist literature, 
leaflets, posters and stickers. Prosecutions that have 
been brought have either been badly handled by 
council appointed by the Attorney General or not 
sent for trial by local magistrates. This is despite the 
fact that the material complained about has been 
crudely and offensively racist. 

Another area where the law has proved ineffective 
has been in the ability of such organisations like 
British Movement to issue the most vile racist material 
by the simple device of forming a “book club’’. This has 
enabled them to become one of the main distributors 
of racist and anti-Semitic literature, much of it im- 
ported. These “book clubs’? are phonies and the 
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EVERYBODY knows that Blacks, look different to Whites. Me. 
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leaflets and stickers they sell are distributed in large 
quantities. Organisations like the National Front 
have not even gone to that degree of subterfuge in 
order to produce huge quantities of the most offensive 
racist leaflets, complete with psuedo-scientific skull 
measurements, which are now being widely distributed 
throughout the country. 

Will the next government ensure that legislation to 
combat racialism is overhauled and made into an 
effective instrument to combat racialism? 

During the last few years Searchlight passed infor- 
mation to the former Home Secretary on a number of 
occasions concerning the intended visit to this country 
of Nazi activists from abroad, some of whom had been 
connected with the SS in the last war, having been 
invited to attend meetings or camps by fascist organi- 
sations in this country. But despite the advanced 
information most of them were allowed into the 
country. 

Will the next government take action on such 
information in order to prevent these undesirable 
racists and rabid anti-Semites getting into Britain? 

The final question we would like to put to you 
concerns the determination of the next government 
to tackle the roots of racialism, that are to be found 
in the decay of the inner areas of our cities where 
most of our ethnic minorities live, in youth unemploy- 
ment, which is considerably higher amongst young 
blacks, and the problem of providing special resources 
for schools in these areas. But, above all, will your 
government show a REAL determination to regard 
racialism for what it really is — a great social evil that 
has to be eradicated? 





GREY WOLVES 


Turkey’s Murder Incorporated 


THE present economic and political 
situation in Turkey bears a strong 
resemblance to the last years of the 
Weimar Republic in Germany before 
the Nazis came to power, par- 
ticularly in respect of the growing 
fascist terror, with its murder 
squads that claimed so many lives 
in 1978. 


Fifteen months ago a new government 
took office under Prime Minister Ecevit 
who pledged, amongst other things, to 
end the repression of the previous govern- 
ment. This had been a coalition in which 
the fascist Nationalist Action Party 
(NAP), led by Alparslan Turkes, was a 
partner. 

Since then hope has turned to fear as 
the extent of fascist terror has spread at 
an alarming rate. The Nationalist Action 
Party (or Grey Wolves as their militants 
are called) had established itself in 
important areas of the State admini- 
stration during its years in the coalition, 
and many of its members and supporters 
are now to be found in high places within 
the military, the police and the judiciary. 
When the Ecevit government introduced 
martial law in order, it was claimed, to 
crack down on the violence, it was 
discovered that in a number of cases 
NAP supporters were responsible for 
area administration. 

As a result, the present government 
has been unable or unwilling to take 
decisive action in order to purge the 
fascist elements out of these key areas 
and has at the most made verbal attacks 
on the NAP. They have, moreover, not 
only failed to protect the anti-fascist 
and democratic movement but have 
actually arrested or restricted its members 
in far'greater numbers than those involved 
in fascist terrorism. 

The Nationalist Action Party has a 
policy of Pan-Turkism and supra-national- 
ism, which, like the nationalism of the 
National Front in Britain, is a cover for 
its Nazi ideology. One of the aims of the 
Turanists (as the Pan-Turkish nationalists 
are called) is to re-unite all Turks through- 
out the world into the territory of 
“Turan”, which, according to legend, 
comprises the territory of a number of 
neighbouring states. They also intend 
to have a “pure” nation by forcibly 
expelling all non-Turkish minorities. 

Another important aspect of NAP 


Massacre in Kahramanmarus as a result of fascist activity. 


activity has been its attempts to build 
a mass base, and in particular within 
the trade union movement, where they 
have established the fascist Confederation 
of Nationalist Trade Unions (MISK). 

In November 1978, at the emergency 
conference of the Republican Peoples 
Party, Prime Minister Ecevit read part of a 
secret report that had been suppressed 
since 1970, which outlined the Nazi and 
para-military activities of the Grey Wolves. 
The report had originally been shown to 
former Prime Minister Demirel who 
ignored it and failed to take action 
against the NAP. Although the report 
was denounced as a forgery by Grey 
Wolves leader, Turkes, the Minister for 
the Interior, Ozaydinli, verified its 
authenticity and said that the original 
documents were in the state archives. 
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The report listed 26 commando 
training camps for the NAP Grey Wolves 
between August 1968 and July 1970, of 
which the following were typical. 


August 1968: Commando camp for 
150 youths organised on land owned by 
a former Nationalist Action Party MP. 

21.8.1968: Camp opened in Silivri, 
Istanbul, and directed by a youth leader 
Commando Mustafa and visited by NAP 
leader Turkes. 

20.7.69: Commando camp for 350 
established in Yumurtalik under the 
direction of a retired army major. 

22.7.69: Commando camp attended 
by 11 students of the Higher Islam 
Institute and Iman Preacher School. 

16.8.69: 24 people attended a newly 
opened commando camp called the 
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‘Grey Wolf Youth Camp’. 

29.7.70: Commando camp for NAP 
members under the name of the ‘Southern 
Region Commando Camp’. Some 98 
activists attended the training session and 
it is known that 10 Smith and Wesson 
pistols and 7 Kirkkale pistols were used. 


By 1978 the activities of these trained 
squads escalated from the murder of 
selected individuals to mass killings. The 
documented statistics of last year’s 
fascist violence (see above) makes horrify- 
ing reading and at the same time gives 
some idea on the extent of the activities 
of the Grey Wolves commandos. 

To understand the full impact of these 
grim statistics it is necessary to recount 
some of the incident in detail. 


* Six members of the Progressive Youth 
Organisation killed. 

* Gun fire attack on the home of the 
Minister for Customs and Monopolies 
after he began a purge of fascists in his 
ministry. 

* Hundreds of shops and _ business 
premises ransacked by fascist commandos 
who then set fire to a hall of residence 
at the Middle East Technical University. 
Two people shot dead and many injured. 

* A torture centre discovered at the 
headquarters of MISK, the fascist trade 
union organisation. 

* Store of dynamite found in the office 
of fascist lawyer who is a member of the 
Ankara County Executive Council. 

* Fascists bombed and machine gunned 
students as they left Ankara University, 
killing 6 and wounding 60. 

* Prosecutor Dogan Oz, who had been 
collecting material on the Nationalist 
Action Party, was assassinated outside 
his home. 

* After assassinating the right-wing 
mayor of Malatya fascists went on the 
rampage, killing three youths, poisoning 
the local water supply, burning and 
looting property. 

* Machine gun attack on the Yildiz State 
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Architecture and Engineering Academy. 
Three students died and 13 were wounded. 
* Bomb attack on the home of the 
Minister for Employment after he had 
sacked 40 fascists in his department. 

* Member of the teachers union killed 
in an attack on Manisa Teacher Training 
School. 

* Former Republican Party youth leader 
killed. 

* In attacks on teacher training colleges 
in Istanbul a head was killed and an 
assistant head critically wounded. 

* In Ankara fascist commando squads 
opened fire on a municipal bus killing 
two people and wounding 14, they then 
straffed a working class cafe killing five 
of the occupants. 

* Offices of the Filmworkers’ Union in 
Istanbul were wrecked in a fascist attack. 
* After refusing a demand by fascist 
students to cancel exams, Prof. Bedri 


Trussed victim of fascist murder squad. 


Karafakioglu, Dean of the Faculty 
of Electrical Engineering at Instanbul 
University was assassinated. 


* Seven members of the Workers’ Party 
of Turkey murdered in Ankara by fascists. 


* Chamber of Agricultural Engineers in 
Samsun bombed. 


* In December nine teachers killed in 
various towns. 


Even that catalogue of terror was 
surpassed by the four days of bloody 
violence in Maras which took place 
against a background of sectarian tension 
that was carefully manipulated by the 
NAP in collusion with the fascist Mayor. 
Some 50 armed and masked fascist 
commandos entered the town led by an 
NAP MP, using the funerals of two 
progressive teachers who had _ been 
murdered by fascists as the excuse 
for their wave of brutal killings. They 
attacked one of the funeral processions, 
killing three of the mourners. 

They then used the fact that one 
of the teachers was a Sunni Muslem 
and the other an Alevi to fan sectarian 
differences when, the following morning, 
the Mayor of the town went on local 
radio falsely claiming that Alevis were 
burning mosques and attacking Sunnis. 
The masked fascist commandos used 
this broadcast as a signal and along with 
their supporters rampaged through the 
Alevi neighbourhoods shooting families 
out of hand with their A-6 automatic 
rifles. 

One man was doused in petrol and 
set on fire, another was crucified and 
pregnant women beaten to death. By 
this time the fascists had succeeded in 
their aims and the town erupted in 


sectarian violence. Eventually 20,000 
troops had to be called in to restore 
order and the Prime Minister declared 
martial law throughout the area. The 
press tried to present the massacres as 
Sunni-Alevi clashes, but even members of 
the Prime Minister’s Republican Peoples 
Party were able to testify to the role ot 
the fascists and their commando death 
squads. 

The tentacles of the Grey Wolves 
have spread beyond the borders of 
Turkey and are to be found in a number 
of European countries where there are 
Turkish migrant workers and students. 
And now, as reported in Searchlight 45, 
they have appeared on the scene in 
Britain. 

In a future article we intend to show 
the extent of their activities and con- 
nections with the fascist organisations 
in the various countries in which the 
Grey Wolves are operating. 
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Another Defector Exposes Front 


More of the Front’s internal workings 
were exposed when a member of the 
Peterborough NF resigned and agreed to 
give an interview in the local paper. 
Ray Cave, who was the election agent 
to the Parliamentary candidate, John 
Wilhelmy, told the Peterborough Evening 
Telegraph why he left. 

“If the Front ever came to power it 
would be a party where at the say of 
somebody’s word something would just 
be wiped away and Parliament could be 
just one of those things. I think it is a 
party of fanatics.” 

Another reason why Cave had left the 
Front was that it had failed to grow as a 
party. He said that the local branch 
amounted to little more than a tiny 
pressure group that gave the impression 
of being a well-organised, well-supported 
political party. He said, 

“There are two or three young lads 
of about 18 or 19 involved locally but 
they are not interested in politics — they 
are just interested in the excitement of it. 
They, thugs if you like, are just interested 
in wearing NF badges and shouting about. 
Two of them were involved in a racial 
attack in the city.” 

Cave also said that he had been in 
touch with people in Norwich and 


London and they had told him that 
membership was going down. The Peter- 
borough branch had recently been 
demoted to being a group, rather than a 
branch. Wilhelmy had written to party 
headquarters cancelling regular orders of 
NF News, to which Martin Webster 
replied that a minimum supply of the 
papers was needed as a condition of 
registration as a branch. Webster wrote, 
“The reason for this is that any unit 
that cannot . . . sell in five or six weeks 
100 copies of a broadsheet with a retail 
price of only 8p is totally lazy and/or 
incompetent and/or cowardly”’. 

The interview with Cave was given 
the middle page spread in the Evening 
Telegraph with the headline “The REAL 
National Front, A Special Investigation”’. 
Apart from talking about the local 


National Front, Cave also spoke of his 


concern about the Front’s policy of 
repatriation. He said, “The way it is put 
over is humane, financed repatriation. 
I think that would be the way of it until 
they got elected. Then I think it would be 
the old cattle boat idea and not in a 
humane manner”. 

He said he had been to marches in 
London and seen people with short blond 
hair wearing trenchcoats and swastikas; 


but he himself had not realised what the 
NF was really like until he became an 
election agent a year ago and became 
more active. 

He described some of the tactics used 
by the Front to discredit their political 
opponents. He said, “After one march I 
went on in London, some Front members 
went charging around the underground 
and the Brick Lane area carrying Anti 
Nazi League banners trying to get the 
Anti Nazi League a bad name”. The 
national officials must have known about 
this because the banners had been stored 
under the lorry they used as a platform. 

John Wilhelmy was asked if he wanted 
to comment on Ray Cave’s statement, 
but in a tape which he sent to the paper 
he said, “I don’t have to say anything 
about anything at all... You’re getting 
all the information you want from 
Mr Cave. I’m certainly not telling you 
what our membership is in Peterborough. 
It’s none of your business’’. 

Soon after the newspaper came out 
with this article, it was reported that 
Cave had to have his telephone dis- 
connected because of the number of 
threatening phone calls he had received. 
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Tory Right Wing Re-Organises 
ANTI-SEMITIC COMMENTS 
BY LEADING MEMBERS 


For many Tories on the extreme-right of 
the party, things have never been the 
same since 1972 when Edward Heath 
clamped down on the hard line racist 
activists who were attempting to take 
over the Monday Club. 

His action followed exposures in the 
press, particularly by the late Peter 
Gladstone-Smith of the Sunday Tele- 
graph in co-operation with members of 
the Searchlight team which revealed that 
a number of people with Nazi sympathies 
had either been accepted into member- 
ship, or established close contacts. A 
number of them, including Roy Bramwell, 
John Ormowe and the Hancocks’, were 
present at the pro-Nazi Northern League 
meeting in Brighton in 1970 and also the 
following year, when three former SS 
officers were present. 

Recently there have been indications 
that the most extreme elements in the 
Tory party have been reorganising them- 
selves through the pressure group, Tory 
Action, which publishes a bulletin called 
Round Robin, described as “‘a journal of 
action rather than opinion’”’. 


Many of those listed as committee 
members of Tory Action were active in 
the Powellite movement, so it comes as 
no surprise that in their bulletin they 
announce the formation of a new ‘Powel- 
lite Tory Group’. They also indicate their 


support for members of the Monday 
Club, but clearly, as a pressure group, an 
independent organisational structure is 
being built, which according to Round 
Robin already has a number of regional 
offices to co-ordinate local members; and 
a network of contacts (or correspondents 
and cadres as they prefer to call them) 
throughout the country sending represen- 
tatives to meetings of a Central Council. 

Many of the points of view expressed 
in Round Robin would be at home in 
Front journal Spearhead. Such “gems” 
for instance as: 


“One letter which did draw blood was 
that to the immigrant newspapers 
pointing out the increasing demands 
within the party for a compulsory 
reduction in the number of non- 
whites in the UK. This was followed 
by a bullying letter from a Central 
Office hack to one of our committee 
alleging that we had claimed this was 
party policy. Hardly the right kind of 
behaviour to enable anyone to be 
pompous. 

“Talking of bullying and pomposity, 
we regret to report that representatives 
of the Board of Deputies have been 
approaching North London Conser- 
vative Associations demanding that 
they (never mind electoral law) 
distribute anti NF literature, the not 
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FEBRUARY 1979 
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Editorial 


We hope that all our correspondents and friends had a Happy Christmas and that the 
New Year will see the return of a government of Tory men and Tory measures. 


replat 


wing jOUrNGIS, G. 5. .y He CEP 


a2 Hun 


- 1elephone 


with the added piece of advice not to misuse this information. 


Simon Bird 
Robin Davies 


Committee: 


P.Warren Hawksley 
Eric Langcaster 
Dr.C. Michael-Titus 





Steve Patriarca 
Lt.Cmdr. Noel Paulley 
Philip Rankin 

Ken Wootton 

G.K. Young 





G.K. Young (right). 
very veiled hint being that if they do 
not, they will be denounced as racists 
themselves and that the gas-chambers 
are only just around the corner.” 


Another quote from the same issue 
of Round Robin is equally revealing: 


“Millions of people have relatives 
or friends in Southern Africa and if 
the balloon goes up it would be naive 
to imagine the reaction towards the 
race-mixers and their ilk will be 
completely sanguine.” 


In the past the Conservative Party has 
teplied to criticism and demands for 
action against its maverick extreme- 
right by claiming that its organisational 
structure gives the party no authority to 
act, since it is the local associations that 
have the autonomy over membership. 
That position cannot be acceptable when 
it concerns a former Parliamentary 
candidate. 

We refer specifically to George Young, 
former deputy head of MI6, European 
director for the merchant bankers Klein- 
wort Benson, and one-time Conservative 
Parliamentary candidate for Brent East. 

In Round Robin No.10, February 
1979, the following item is reported: 


“We are pleased to enaorse a fine article 
by George Young on Patriotism’ 
which was published in the Liverpool 
Newsletter.” 


Wallowing through this ‘‘fine article” 


with its mixture of ‘volkism’ and Powel- 
lite sentiments, we come across the 
most offensive racist and anti-Semitic 
comments: 


“While the British are denied a sense 
of solidarity and threatened by law if 
they object, the alien wedge — as Lord 
Denning described it — which has been 
driven deep into the heart of the 
nation, is allowed and even encouraged 
to maintain its racial and cultural 
identities. The Jewish community 
practices APARTHEID and in the 
Jewish newspapers the diatribes against 
any patriotic manifestation take on a 
rising hysterical note. We look for a 
focus of loyalty but on every occasion 
the Monarch has to be photographed 
beaming at a piccaninny while Prince 
Philip and Prince Charles caper about 
in yarmulkas.”’ (a yarmulka is a skull 
cap worn by religious Jews.) 


Interestingly enough our analysis of 
cuttings from the Jewish press over the 
last couple of years shows a consistent 
opposition to fascist and extreme-right 
wing organisations for their racism 
and anti-Semitism. Is that what George 
Young means by “patriotic manifes- 
tations’? 

There is of course the question of 
where George Young’s article was first 
published. Liverpool Newsletter, a dupli- 
cated newsletter with a limited circulation 
is unknown to most people, but it has a 
significance to Searchlight. Edited by 
Anthony Cooney in support of Social 
Credit, it also supports the British Move- 
ment and the National Front, having 
congratulated both organisations on a 
number of occasions. 

In December 1970 they ran an item 
headed ‘Patriotic Unity’ which went on 
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to comment: “Colin Jordan has called a 
conference of nationalist groups to 
promote unity, or at least understanding. 
We salute his tenacity.”” What they 
coyly call “nationalist groups’ was a 
euphemism for pro-Nazi. 

A number of plugs have also been 
given for extreme anti-Semitic publi- 
cations. In their September 1971 issue 
there was a recommendation to read the 
Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion, 
one of the most notorious anti-Semitic 
documents ever produced. 


“Believing as we do that the British 
people have a great deal to leam to 
their own advantage from studying 
the Protocols of the Learned Elders 
of Zion, we are interested to see that 
Mr Brian Williams has published 
extracts in a handy little leaflet; 
any reader who has not read the 
Protocols should read this article.” 


They also carried an advert for another 
anti-Semitic publication, Did Six Million 
Really Die? and the Liverpool branch 
of the National Front. 

This then was the newsletter that for- 
mer Conservative Parliamentary candidate, 
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George Young, chose to publish his 
article. As someone with considerable 
knowledge of the extreme-right, he 
obviously knew precisely what he was 
doing. 

This is a serious matter for the Con- 
servative Party and it can no longer 
shrug off the national consequences of 
such statements and activities, by referring 
the issue to its local associations. If they 
do it will be seen as a convenient device 
to avoid taking the kind of decision most 
people would think necessary against 
these extreme racist elements seeking to 
represent the party in Parliament. 

We must put these questions to Mrs 
Thatcher: 

Is ‘Tory Action’, with its racism and 
anti-Semitism, an attempt to resurrect 
that old alignment that was exposed 
by Gladstone-Smith 7 years ago? 

What action is the Conservative Party 
prepared to take against George Young? 

The party has recently been trying 
to establish Asian and West Indian 
Conservative groups. What explanation 
will they be given if you fail to take 
action against such activities, and how 
will you justify such anti-Semitism? 





The ‘Sporting’ National Front 


Most fans at clubs like West 
Bromwich and Nottingham Forest 
are proud of the achievements of 
their team and particularly so of 
those of their players who have 
been picked to turn out at inter- 
national level. They don’t give a 
damn where they come from or 
what the colour their skin is, 
particularly when those players 
elevate their team to amongst the 
best in Europe. 


That of course would be the attitude 
of the sane, normal fan who sees his 
dreams come true as his team competes 
for the top honours and becomes a 


regular source of favourable comment 
by the sports writers. 

But according to the National Front 
journal Spearhead, that is not their 
warped idea of how things should be. 
The very thought of black athletes 
like Sonia Lannaman and Tessa Sanderson 
landing the medals for Britain in inter- 
national competition repels them, and 
their achievements don’t count in their 
eyes. Nor the efforts of outstanding 
black footballers like Viv Anderson or 
Laurie Cunningham when they wore an 
England shirt, no matter how well they 
played. 

“At last a black man has been picked 
for the England football XI and it is 
confidently predicted that more will 


follow. For some time of course blacks 
have featured prominently in British 
athletic teams. 

“We want to see Britain, or England, 
as the case may be, beating foreign 
opposition on the playing field — as 
nationalists this is natural. 

“But we can only take pride in such 
victories if they are achieved by Britons, 
not if they are achieved by non-Britons. 

“That is why we take no pleasure in 
seeing Blacks in British colours — even 
if they win everything in sight” .. . 
Spearhead March 1979, 

And that of course is why all genuine 
sports lovers very definitely take no 
pleasure in the narrow minded racist 
bigotry of the National Front. 


WOMEN AND NAMIBIA’S FIGHT 
FOR FREEDOM 


AN INTERVIEW WITH MARTHA a (SEC OF SWAPO WOMEN’S COUNCIL) 


In what ways are women oppressed in 
Namibia? 

Because of the system which forces able- 
bodied Namibians to become migrant 
labourers, the slaves of white industry, 
women are often separated from their 
husbands, and must either scratch a 
living out of the land in the ‘“‘homelands”’ 
or seek employment in the white urban 
areas. 

Jobs for Namibian women are few: 
it’s mainly domestic work, as servants 
for the whites, or teaching or nursing. 
The opportunities for training are scarce, 
and pay is often only one third of what 
their male counterparts earn. 

The Namibian woman is also oppressed 
by traditional values, feudal customs. 
This is often accompanied by what you 
might call mental colonisation, the idea 
that they are inferior, both to the men 
and to the settlers. 


What kind of things were you doing in 
Namibia? 

One of the mean features of South 
 Africa’s oppression, or rather the con- 
ditions it creates to perpetuate its oppres- 
sion, is to divide people not only on the 
basis of colour but also along tribal lines; 
and in Namibia it is no different. One of 
our first tasks in SWAPO was to mobilise 
people and make them aware of what it 
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means to be divided, and that we must 
be together as one nation. We had to 
deepen people’s political knowledge and 
explain to them that it is the system that 
we are in combat against. 

The regime not only divides us on 
tribal lines, but also succeeds in con- 
ditioning white workers to the extent 
that they do not see that their interest 
lies in the struggle of the oppressed 
people and that they are also oppressed. 

These are the things we spoke of all 
the time; and then of course we went 
further — to the women’s question. 


How do you approach this question? 
Do women hold their own meetings or 
are they usually mixed? 


We hold discussions with both men and 
women because we see that this oppression 
of women, the specific oppression they 
feel and suffer, is the problem of society 
and that both men and women should 
look at it. The SWC has discussions and 
seminars throughout the country, often 
in the guise of sewing groups, where 
women can gain confidence from each 
other. Women in the towns often go out 
to work so they have more confidence 
to express their needs, while rural women 
are less outspoken, initially. But we don’t 
want to keep the discussion exclusively 
for women. 


The South West Africa People’s 
Organisation (SWAPO) was formed 
in 1960 and is now the leading 
political force in Namibia. In 
December 1976 it was recognised 
by the UN as the “sole authentic 
representative of the Namibian 
people”, and given full observer 
status at the UN General Assembly 
and participation rights at all 
UN agencies. 

SWAPO’s roots lie within the 
working class and it represents 
the struggle of all exploited people 
within the country. One aspect of 
this is the struggle for women’s 
liberation. Martha Ford, secretary 
of SWAPO Women’s Council (SWC) 
and a member of SWAPO executive 
council, has been in England 
recently, following her expulsion 
from Namibia. We asked her about 
her work and the revolutionary 
changes that are taking place in 
Namibia. 


Is birth control freely obtainable in 
Namibia? 

Birth control is easily available in Namibia 
because the South African regime is 
interested in keeping the number of 
black births down. Untested methods, 
such as the injection, Depo Provera, 
are widely used. The fact that this is 
dangerous is only something I have 
become aware of since I have been here. 
Women there are not aware of this. 


What else is the SWC trying to achieve? 


In the process of fighting the enemy we 
also need political education. We as 
individuals have to look at our own 
colonial background and the things we 
were made to believe. There’s a lot of 
opportunism when it comes to fighting 
the woman’s question — just to avoid the 
challenge. Some comrades say, “We can’t 
struggle with that now, let’s concentrate 
on the national enemy’’. It’s wonderful 
how people can come up with clever 
sounding arguments to avoid the issue, 
and there’s nothing in practice to show 
they are doing anything to change. 

It’s very important to become analy- 
tical, to become critical, not only of the 
enemy but of ourselves. The struggle of 
the SWC is also an internal thing, a 
struggle from within the liberation 
movement against male domination, which 


is initially understood by very few 
women. It’s difficult — most of our 
energy is taken up with the national 
struggle; the war against the system. 
But that’s the main enemy. It’s a futile 
exercise to fight for equality within the 
framework of an oppressive system. The 
SWC has the task not only of mobilising 
women to participate in the national 
struggle, but to make them conscious that 
they have the same right and obligation as 
men to make decisions concerning their 
nation’s interest. 


What part do women play in the armed 
struggle? 


It is only with the start of the armed 
struggle and women’s participation in it 
that both men and women have been 
confronted with the new role of women. 
They undergo the same training and there 
are women commanders; that’s an issue 
we've had to struggle through because of 
traditional attitudes, but we are able to 
confront these problems through open 
discussion and criticism. 

The armed struggle facilitates a liberat- 
ing departure from traditional roles. This 
is the most important arena for thrashing 
out the contradictions of conventional 
values. You know, the biggest test for a 
true revolutionary could be in the attitude 
towards the women’s question. When a 
man doesn’t want to look at that, he is 
likely at some point to reveal himself as 
a counter-revolutionary. If you are 
fighting against privilege, this must affect 
you personally, and our male comrades 
must be made to see that women’s 
liberation means an end to their own 
privileged positions within the oppressive 
society. 





WHAT YOU CAN DO 


Women in the West can give very real support 
to the women of Namibia on three levels:- 


1. Provision of material aid for the women on 
the front and in refugee camps. 


2. Active participation in all forms of solidarity 
with the armed struggle, the only solution 
to the vicious oppression of the South 
African regime, and the means by which 
SWAPO women are rapidly, of necessity, 
beginning to liquidate centuries of sexual 
inequality. 


3. Long-term support for the continuation of 
the fight for women’s rights. 


* Organise to raise money and aid in your 
women’s group/trade union/work place. 

* Send contributions of:- 
(a) sanitary towels, tampons and underwear 
(b) funds for nurseries and child-care centres 
(c) money to buy contraceptives in bulk 


to: SWAPO Women’s Campaign, 188 North 
Gower St., London NW1. Tel: 388 2089 or 
388 2080. 





The Workers of Namibia - a Review 





“SWAPO is waging a struggle against the exploitation of man by man, 
woman by man and vice versa to gain control over our own lives and to 
govern our country robbed from us by the South African regime and its 
dehumanising system of exploitation.” 

Martha Ford. Namibia Today No.3 1977 


A NEW BOOK published by the Inter- 
national Defence and Aid Fund for 
Southern Africa describes the conditions 
of black Namibian workers and _ their 
families and their efforts to fight this 
“de-humanising system of exploitation”. 
The authors, Gillian and Suzanne Cronje, 
demonstrate with up-to-date information, 
quotations from workers and a detailed 
explanation of how the system works, 
that the struggle for national liberation is 
inextricable from the struggle of the 
workers for better wages and conditions 
and political rights. 

The system of apartheid that operates 
in South Africa extends into Namibia, 
especially in the ‘homeland’ policy; 
40% of the country has been allotted to 
the black people and 43% to the whites, 
and the remainder, which includes all 
the main diamond-mining areas, comes 
directly under South African government 
control. 

“Partition has been carried out in such 
a way that all the country’s main mining 
and manufacturing enterprises are situated 
in the ‘white’ area, as is all the most 
productive arable and stock rearing land, 
while the ‘homelands’ are, in the main, 
impoverished backwaters tured over 
to subsistence agriculture. Their major 
contribution to the white-owned economy 
is as apool of cheap and plentiful unskilled 
labour.” 

“The story of black workers in Namibia 
is first and foremost the story of the 
contract labour system; between half 
and three-quarters of the black labour 
force is made up of migrant workers — 
one of the highest proportions in the 
world. Apart from a minority who have 
acquired rights of permanent residence 
in black townships or farms in the white 
zone, black workers are not permitted to 
have their families with them and must 
return to their reserves at the termination 
of their labour contracts. They have 
minimal rights in the white areas and are 
obliged to live in regimented ‘single 
men’s’ hostels or compounds, frequently 
over-crowded and subject to constant 
supervision by employers and police.” 

Namibia contains plenty of natural 
resources, such as minerals and precious 
stones, from which South Africa and the 
West, especially Britain, derive enormous 
profits. Most of the mining industries 
rely on contract labour, as do the manu- 
facturing and fishing industries; and black 


workers do all the menial and unskilled 
manual jobs in the country. Although the 
“job reservations” provisions of the 
South African Industrial Conciliation Act 
do not officially apply in Namibia, the 
practice of racial discrimination in all 
areas, including education opportunities 
and obstruction by white trade unionists, 
restrict black workers to unskilled, low 
paid work. 





BRITISH COMPANIES INVESTING IN 
NAMIBIA 

Mining 

Charter Consolidated Ltd 

Consolidated Gold Fields Ltd (CGF) 
Rio Tinto Zinc Ltd 

Selection Trust Ltd 

South West Africa Company Ltd 


Oil Prospecting/Marketing 
British Petroleum Ltd 
Shell Transport & Trading Company Ltd (Shell) 


Agriculture 

Eastwood & Holt Ltd 
Hudsons Bay & Annings |.td 
Sirdar Ltd 


Financial 

Barclays Bank International Ltd 

Hill Samuel Group 

Legal & General Insurance Company 
Norwich Union Life Insurance Society 
Standard & Chartered Banking Group 


Prospecting — Base Metals 
South West Africa Company Ltd 


Construction & Manufacturing 
Babcock & Wilcox International Ltd 
Blackwood Hodge Ltd 

British Leyland Motor Corp. Ltd 
British Oxygen Ltd 

British Steel Corporation 

Davy Ashmore Ltd 

George Wimpy & Sons 

Metal Box Company Ltd 

Mitchell Cotts Group Ltd 


Source: Action on Namibia. 





In order to ensure the most profitable 
distribution of black labour there are 
countless controls and restrictions waiting 
to confront black people in their daily 
lives. 

“Raids by the police or security guards 
to check up on passes, residence permits 
and other documentation have been a 
fact of life for black Namibians for 
decades. Homes, hostels and_ private 
property may be searched at any time 
without warning, resulting in mass arrests, 
beatings and even death.” 
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“Police and employers have many 
means at their disposal to ensure a docile 
and compliant labour force. Vagrancy 
laws enforced in Namibia, like the pass 
laws, since the 1930's, allow officials to 
arrest Africans outside their ‘homelands’ 
if they are deemed to be ‘idle’ and 
‘disorderly’. Those who are unable to 
give a ‘good and orderly account’ of 
themselves to a magistrate or native 





The Workers of Namibia is available from: 
International Defence and Aid Fund for 
Southern Africa, 104 Newgate Street, London 
ECIA 7AP. Price £1.50 ex. p&p. 


commissioner can be summarily removed 
from the area. . . If found guilty they 
can be removed from the area, fined, 
imprisoned, or on a first conviction given 
the option of taking a specified job. 
Legislation such as this provides ample 


SS Wotan 
Slogans in 
Manchester 


Following the Searchlight feature 
on the activities of SS Wotan 18 
(No.41-43) little has been heard 
of their activities through the 
lunatic fringe grapevine, or indeed 
publicly. 

Recently, however, Wotan re- 
appeared on the scene when they 
daubed the main door of Granada 
TV’s Manchester studio with the 
slogan Wotan 18SS — ‘Hitler’s 
War Was Right’. Similar slogans, 
some in German, were also dis- 
covered on walls in Salford. 
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scope for the authorities to remove 
political ‘undesirables’ from any area, 
and ‘repatriate’ them to remote rural 
areas.” 

The Workers of Namibia, the book 
from which these extracts are taken, 
also documents the resistance of black 
workers to the system in the form of 
industrial action and the beginnings of 
a trade union organisation. As it says 
in the introduction, part of the purpose 


of the book is to make freely available 
information that is not always accessible 
to the ‘‘wider reading public”. But it 
does much more than that: it brings us 
up to date with the situation in Namibia 
— a country we hear next to nothing 
about in our own press — and it makes 
abundantly clear the effects of an apar- 
theid system and the courageous efforts 
of the Namibian people in their fight for 
liberation. 


WHITE RESISTANCE 


Searchlight readers will be particularly 
interested to know about another aspect 
of resistance in Namibia. In February 
this year newspapers in Windhoek the 
capital of Namibia, reported the formation 
of an all-white resistance movement. 

The first public activity of the group 
was to circulate an open letter addressed 
to senior workers in the health service, 
alleging that white staff were being 
“worked out” of the hospitals to make 
way for black staff. The letter read, 
“There are at present hardly any WHITE 
nurses in the WHITE MATERNITY 
WING. How long do you think it will be 
before something happens to a WHITE 
BABY, perhaps from a political motive”. 

Asecond letter, sent mostly to political 
leaders, concerned the so-called Illuminati 
—aconspiracy formed in 1976 supposedly 
by ‘‘the big money men”, which gave 
birth to communism. The letter named 
many government ministers and officials 
who had been “drawn into the plot of 
the devil” and includes as part of the 
conspiracy Dr Connie Mulder and Gen. 
van den Bergh. “The true culprits were 
Mr Justice Erasmus and Company, for he 
is a member of the Illuminati and a real 
expletive. The gods to whom he referred 
so dramatically in a television interview 
at the beginning of November were none 


QUOTES OF THE MONTH 


other than the overseas Illuminati bosses, 
with Mr David Rockefeller at the head”. 

Two weeks later, the Windhoek 
Observer reported that the “resistance 
movement” had held several meetings and 
formed two wings — the Blankswa and 
the Wit Weerstandsbeweging (WWB). The 
former being the more moderate wing, 
the WWB was described as ultra radical. 
It was formed by a small group of 
German-speaking citizens in Swakop- 
mund, mostly from the farming and 
business communities. It had pledged 
the use of armed forces to achieve its 
aims, and was said to have compiled 
a ‘death-list? on which black -church 
leaders ranked prominently. 

Reporters trying to investigate the 
group warned that they would also be 
shot and sources close to the WWB 
said that the movement would not 
hesitate to assassinate people trying 
to thwart their aims. 

Reports were also circulating that a 
kind of Ku Klux Klan was soon to be 
formed in the area. This is in a town 
where 2 months earlier vigilante patrols 
had been caught in the act of attacking 
black and coloured women seen with 
white men, and the patrons of multi- 
racial hotels and bars. 





Answering questions about his 1962 comment 
‘‘Jews are a poisonous maggot”’ at the NF press 
election conference 18.4.79, John Tyndall National 
Front chairman said: “It was the sort of over- 
generalisation that a young man in politics is 
likely to make’. 

News at Ten 18.4.79. 


‘We don’t want to take away immigrants’ rights 
from them. The only right we would deny them 
is to live in this country.” 

Mrs Peggy Cain NF Parliamentary candidate for 
Romford 30.3.79. 


The Rise and Fall of 





JOHN KINGSLEY READ, former Tory, 
former leader of the National Front and 
later of the National Party, has finally 
announced that he is quitting politics. 
This is probably the least surprising 
news of the year, since it has been obvious 
to most observers for some time that he 
was washed up politically. 

The end came for Read following yet 
another court appearance when this 
so-called defender of “law and order’ 
was fined £20 after being accused of 
“hurling abuse at the police’ when 
charged with obstructing the footpath. 

Flamboyant to the end, Kingsley Read 
said that he would not defend his seat 
which he won in 1976 as a National Party 
candidate, and announced his intention 
to return to university in order to study 
community work. His last stint at univer- 
sity was in Leeds in 1953 where he was 
sent down for a “‘student caper” which 
ended with a policeman finding himself 
in a horse trough. 

Read always liked to strike a pose and 
at one time could often be seen with a 
long cigarette holder and wearing a black 
cloak. But underneath the theatrical 
appearance there was something more 
sinister. 

He joined the Conservative Party 
because he was a “‘nationalist’’, and soon 
became chairman of Blackburn Young 
Conservatives. He claimed to be on the 
Conservatives’ national speakers list, 
and was also chairman of Blackburn 
Conservative Association Policy Com- 
mittee. On May 13 1972 Read went 
before the selection committee to choose 
a Parliamentary candidate but failed to 
get the nomination and secretly joined 
the National Front. Later that year, 
October 29, the Blackburn Times reported 
that “J. Kingsley Read, member of 
Blackbur Conservative Association”, 
would be one of six speakers at a National 
Front rally, which confirmed that he had 
been holding dual membership. 

Shortly after this incident, he resigned 
from the Tory party and became the NF 
chairman in Blackbum. In April 1973 
his garden wall was daubed with the 
slogan “I am a Nazi” and when inter- 
viewed claimed that this was not true 
since his wife was a German of Jewish 
descent and he also had ‘Jewish blood”’. 
The Jewish Board of Deputies checked 
both claims but found no substance 
in them. 


ohn Kingsley Read 
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John Kingsley Read /eft with John Tyndall 1975. 


In January 1974, Read was discovered 
to be a “sergeant”’ in ‘‘The Frontiersmen”’ 
— a private military organisation of 
“colonial ex-servicemen’” which seemed 
to have connections with a rifle club 
in the Blackburn area with which Read’s 
father was associated. 

Read’s rise in the Front was swift and 
in October he was elected chairman 
ousting John Tyndall in order to give 
the NF a better image. But by the end of 
1975 Tyndall had fought back against 
Read, who was trying to consolidate 
his grip on the party. In fact Read was 
trying to pose as one opposed to the Nazi 
element around Tyndall, but many of 
those supporting him were involved in 
schism around the finer points of Nazi 
ideology. 

In January 1976 the National Party 
was formed and Read took about 3,000 
members of the NF with him. It soon 
became apparent that far from being 
opposed to the Nazi tag he was in touch 
with the Ku Klux Klan and Nazi organi- 
sations in the USA, West Germany and 
Belgium. Searchlight was able to provide 
evidence of his links with the neo-Nazi 
NPD in Germany. 

Within a year the National Party was 
in tatters with many of its leaders making 
all sorts of accusations against Read and 
his leadership. His only achievement of 
note had been the election success in 





Blackburn when two councillors were 
elected. One had to resign under a cloud, 


however, because of his undeclared 
criminal record. 

Read’s claim to have a yen for social 
work makes it worth while recalling 
some of his statements, apart from his 


infamous “one down a million to go”’. 


“IT am proud of being a racialist and 
imperialist” (Hackney Gazette 8 October 
1974). 


“If the National Front comes to power 
we will whip juvenile delinquents till the 
skin comes off their backs” (Hackney 
Gazette 8.10.74). 


“God willing the police will go home 
so that we can trample them underfoot 
as they deserve” (referring to an anti-NF 
picket Hackney Gazette 8.10.74). 


“We are not anti-Semitic; it is co- 
incidental that international finance is 
tun by Jews . . . there is a conspiracy 
between international finance and com- 
munism” (interview with Granada TV 
reporter). 


We don’t know if Read has been 
accepted for a course at a university ; but 
with his record there can be very few 
things that are worthwhile in life for 
which he is fitted, social or community 
work least of all. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
ROUND-UP 





South Africa 


A PRETORIA University Professor was 
tarred and feathered by members of the 
neo fascist Afrikaner Resistance Move- 
ment, while he delivered a speech arguing 
that non-Afrikaner racial groups should 
not be compelled to observe the Day of 
the Covenant on a religious holiday. 

The assault was carried out by about 
40 members of the ARM in full view 
of Professor Floors van Jaarsveld’s 
audience at the University. A bucket of 
tar was emptied over him, followed by a 
shower of feathers. Amongst the men 
arrested was the leader of the gang, 
later named as a former bodyguard of 
State President John Vorster. 

The politics of the ARM were made 
abundantly clear by their adoption of a 
modified swastika as their party symbol, 
and by their declared opposition to 
“Anglo-Jewish capitalism’. Its leaders 
include a number of ex-policemen. 
Until recently it had confined itself to 
clandestine rallies, but a spokesman 
claimed that having carried out the 
attack on Professor van Jaarsveld, they 
would organise public meetings in the 
near future. He also warned that other 
academics who did not hold fast to the 
traditional Afrikaner traditions and cul- 
ture would receive similar treatment. 


United States 


THE DEFENCE attorney for Tommy 
Hines, a mentally retarded black, accused 
of raping a white woman, has asked for 
the trial to be moved away from Cullman, 
Alabama where it is currently being held. 

The Hines trial has aroused wide- 
spread resentment amongst the black and 
anti-racist community in the South, 
who believe that his backwardness 
made it impossible for him to commit 
the offence. He was originally arrested 
for loitering, but once in custody he 
soon provided a confession to the rape 


ase. 

Already the case has become a cause 
celebre with the Ku Klux Klan organising 
a number of attacks on Hines’ supporters. 
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The trial was originally to be held in 
Decataur, Alabama, where the alleged 
rape took place. The judge ordered a 
change of location, shifting the trial to 
Cullman where only 1% of the population 
is black. The defence request for a further 
move is based on the belief that Hines 
cannot receive a fair trial there. 

In contrast to the haste with which a 
confession was obtained from Hines, 
police claim still to be investigating the 
whipping of a black preacher who spoke 
out in his favour. This despite the fact 
that responsibility for the attack, which 
occurred three months ago, was claimed 
by Bill Wilkinson on behalf of the Ku 
Klux Klan. 


Holland 


DUTCH millionaire and war criminal 
Peter Menten, aquitted of war crime 
charges last year after a court accepted 
his claim that he had been guaranteed 
immunity from prosecution, may yet 
have to answer allegations that as a 
member of the SS he murdered 20- 
30 Poles in 1941. 

The Chief Public Prosecutor has 
submitted an appeal to the Dutch supreme 
court asking them to reverse the lower 
court decision which set Menten free. 
A verdict on the appeal is expected on 
May 22nd, and the court may order a 
retrial, or uphold the previous decision. 
If a new trial is not ordered, Menten will 
be immune from further prosecution. 


France 


A RETIRED businessman accused of 
aiding the round-up of thousands of 
Parisian Jews in 1942 has been charged 
with ‘crimes against humanity’ by an 
examining magistrate in Paris. 

Jean Legnay was a policeman in 
occupied Paris, and it is claimed that his 
unit initiated the wholesale despatch of 
Jews for extermination in the death 
camps. About 12,000 people including 
4,000 children are thought to have died 
as a result of these efforts. 

The law covering ‘crimes against 
humanity’ was only passed in 1964, 
and is not subject to any Statute of 
Limitation. 


Demands were raised some months 
ago for the invocation of the law to 
achieve the extradition from Madrid of 
Darquier De Pellepoix, who was sentenced 
to death in absentia for presiding as 
Vichy’s “Commissioner For The Jewish 
Question”, over the deaths of countless 
thousands of Jews in occupied France. 
He has remained undisturbed in Madrid 
to this day. 

Documents obtained by the prose- 
cution are alleged to show that after 
the rounding up of Jews in Paris, Darquier 
de Pellepoix wanted to spare the children 
by putting them into homes. They were 
sent to the death camps at the insistance 
of the police. 


West Germany 


TWO BIZARRE plots, exposed recently 
by the West German press, illustrate only 
too clearly the likely consequences of the 


‘military training in which growing 
sections of the Nazi movement are 
participating. 


Most spectacular was the plan to 
kidnap former Chancellor Willi Brandt 
and the Federal Prosecutor Mr Kurt 
Rebmann. Two neo-Nazis engaged in 
advancing this particular scheme were 
arrested in Kiel in mid-March. Reports 
of their ultimate intentions were con- 
fused; according to police sources, the 
men confessed that they intended to 
exchange Brandt and Rebmann for neo- 
Nazis held in goal for weapons con- 
victions. The newspaper Bild Zeitung, 
however, reported that they had intended 
to hang Brandt from acrane ina Hamburg 
dockyard. 

The second plot involved the assas- 
sination of Prime Minister Stoltenberg 
of Schleswig-Holstein in a bomb attack. 
A cell of three neo-Nazis who, like the 
Kiel group were not named by police, had 
also intended setting a wave of bombs in 
public buildings. 

The discovery of these conspiracies 
must also serve warning on the civil 
authorities of the likely consequences 
of their indulgent attitude towards the 
para-military preparations of the neo- 
Nazis. 

Indeed, the impact of continued neo- 
Nazi agitation amongst youth is beginning 


to pay them dividends in schools — the 
impact of Holocaust notwithstanding. 
Last month we recorded the disciplining 
of a schoolteacher for distributing copies 
of Auschwitz — Truth or Lie amongst 
his pupils. A series of subsequent incidents 
in schools must raise grave concern about 
the susceptibilities of schoolchildren 
to the appeal of renascent national 
socialism. 


Pupils at a Frankfurt school, for 
instance, carved slogans like ‘Die, you 
Jewish pigs’ and ‘Freedom for Rudolf 
Hess’ on school desks and benches, and 
one Jewish pupil was told that ‘“‘she 
belonged in the gas chamber too’’. 
Students were seen greeting each other 
with ‘Heil Hitler’ and even stood to 
attention to commemorate Hitler’s birth- 
day. The only action taken by the 
school authorities was to erase the 
slogans. 

A marginally more severe reproach 
followed the action of a Munich school- 
boy who daubed classroom walls with 
‘Hakenkreuz’” and national socialist 
symbols. He received a formal warning. 
Fellow pupils however, objected to the 
‘severity’ of the punishment claiming 
that a warning was usual for more serious 
offences — like smoking. 

Nor are these attitudes confined to 
children. A teacher in Stade wrote to 
the local newspaper to decry the exter- 
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mination of the Jews as “an outrageous 
fairy-tale put about by enemy propa- 
ganda’. He was suspended. Another, 
from Hamburg, remarked during a 
discussion about Holocaust that “‘All the 
Jews should have been hanged”. He was 
not suspended. 

The Holocaust series really does 
appear to have stirred up the Nazi hornet’s 
nest. In most major cities there has been 
some manifestation of Nazi opposition: 
in Berlin, for instance, a gang clad in 
black leather broke up a Holocaust 
discussion group, while in Frankfurt, 
young Nazis who attempted to join a 
camival march carried rolls of toilet 
paper, with placards saying ‘Holocaust 
— here’s paper for this shit”’. 


Maidanek 


FOUR of the defendants in the Maidanek 
war crimes trial have been aquitted for 
lack of positive identification. The four, 
along with nine others, were accused 
of murdering Jews at the Maidanek 
concentration camp in Poland, where, 
it is estimated at least a quarter of a 
million Jews met their deaths at the 
hands of the SS. All four had earlier 
served prison sentences in Poland, Czecho- 
slovakia or Germany for other war crimes. 

The trial of the other nine defendants 
will, however, continue. One of these, a 
camp guard called Hildegard Lachert, 






Anti Nazi League 


Syke N 
London WO2 








earned herself the nickname Bloody 
Brigitta for her treatment of prisoners. 
Another, Hermine Ryan-Braunsteiner is 
alleged to have loaded children onto lorries 
for transportation to gas chambers. She 
was only brought to trial after lengthy 
extradition proceedings succeeded in 
bringing her back from America where 
she had settled down as an inconspicuous 
suburban housewife. 

The aquittals bring into sharp focus 
the debate which has opened in the 
Bundestag over the Statute of Limitations. 
Under this Statute offences may not be 
prosecuted if thirty years have elapsed 
since they were alleged to have been 
committed. 

The debate is between those, led by 
Chancellor Schmidt, who argue that the 
Statute must be abolished for war crimes 
to allow the prosecution in the future of 
Nazi fugitives, and those who argue that 
after 30 years, conviction is unsafe. The 
bill to abolish the Statute was introduced 
by over 200 deputies, and in the wake of 
the Holocaust debate it appears that a 
whole new climate of opinion has been 
generated which makes its abolition fairly 
certain. 

Even now, however, many war crimi- 
nals are immune from prosecution. Ten 
years ago a Statute of Limitations was 
introduced for the crime of being an 
accomplice in murder, so that now only 
those who committed the act of murder 
need fear prosecution. Those who plan- 
ned it, sanctioned it or organised it are 
untouchable. 

And again, the civility and benefit of 
doubt extended to accused war criminals 
contrasts sharply with the draconian 
legal measures introduced to ensure the 
speedy and successful prosecution of 
alleged terrorists. 





Radio Enoch 


THE NEWS that a group of right-wing 
radio hams were operating on short wave 
radio with a call sign, ‘Radio Enoch’, hit 
the front pages in mid-March; but unless 
the short wave transmissions are a trial 
run before switching to a more popular 
waveband, they are hardly of any con- 
sequence because of a lack of a listening 
public. 

One thing that caught Searchlight’s 
eye in the Observer article was the 
description of the announcer intoning: 
“Remember Socialist Nazism murdered 
15 million people; it was stopped 33 
years ago. Marxism has murdered 120 
million people and it is still at it”. 

There was a familiar ring about those 
words so we checked our files, and, lo 
and behold, there it was absolutely 
intacto on the reverse side of a leaflet 
put out by the Christian League for 
Southern A frica. 
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FIRSTLY — an apology. Wading through 
the fascist press every month is a mind- 
numbing exercise; one enters a topsy- 
turvy world of delusion and distortion, 
where the sentiments are as grubby as 
the paper they’re printed on. 

Unfortunately sometimes the grub- 
biness and delusion rubs off. Last month 
is a case in point. ‘What Their Papers 
Say’ featured Martin Webster’s paranoid 
fantasies that Nahum Goldmann was the 
Learned Elder of Zion and we absent- 
mindedly forgot the cardinal rule that 
fascists never tell a truth when a lie 
will do. 

Thus for reasons best known to his 
own jumbled brain, Webster decided that 
Goldmann was a deceased Elder of Zion; 
we quoted the ravings of the Front’s 
National Activities Organiser, omitting 
that foremost amongst his activities is, 
and always has been, the invention 
of facts. 

Anyway, to cut a long story short, 
Searchlight is pleased to announce 
that Nahum Goldmann is alive and 
well, And so to this month’s fascist 
nightmare... 


THERE used to be a rough rule of thumb 
about the National Front’s publications: 
racism for the fascist thugs who like their 
reading matter in simple words and big, 
bold type, and anti-Semitism for the 
party’s ‘intellectuals’ who like to theorise 
about their prejudices. 

National Front News, with its hysterical 
headlines and crude anti-black racism, has 
always pandered to the former. Making 
no effort at logical coherence or rational 
argument, it has consistently sought to 
stir up prejudices against black and Asian 
immigrants. 

Spearhead, on the other hand, has 
been the party’s ‘intellectual’ showpiece 
with its long, tedious articles about world 
conspiracy. Whereas National Front News 
whips up the racism of the Brick Lane 
thugs, Spearhead directs the attention 
of the party’s ‘elite’ in quite another 
direction: towards the anti-Semitism of 
classic Nazi ideology. 

But this month there are signs that this 
clear division of labour is breaking down. 
Thus we see National Front News tackling 


grandiose stories of conspiracy, and 
Spearhead reproducing crude racist 
cartoons, 
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WHAT THEIR 
PAPERS SAY 


The cover of National Front News is 
business as usual. A tabloid headline 
shrieks ‘WE ARE BEING SWAMPED’, 
and to illustrate the point the cover 
contains no less than seven separate 
pictures of either Asians or West Indians. 
This front page also manages an eighth 
photograph: that of an NF activist, Mrs 
Steven ‘‘a mother of a young child”’. 

However, it’s on page two that the 
change in National Front News can be 
detected. This is devoted entirely to 
anti-Semitism (sorry — anti-Zionism, as 
the Front likes to call it). 

- Here we learn about “‘the existence of 
the Zionist Crime International”. But 
because it’s National Front News we have 
to have illustrations: there are eight 
photographs and a cartoon showing “the 
ugly face of Zionism’’. There is in fact a 
ninth photograph but it’s so indistinct 
that it’s impossible to make out anything 
of the features (ugly or not) of this 
shadowy Zionist conspirator. 

The accompanying stories are of epic 
proportions by normal National Front 
News standards. The first, depicting the 
Zionist Crime International, leads on 
naturally to the second. It ends: 


‘Not all Zionist businessmen are 
engaged in such criminal activities. 
Some have concentrated on buying up 
the mass media — especially the TV 
networks,” 


Displaying an unaccustomed sense of 
logic, National Front News’s second page 
two story is about Zionist control of 
television. It continues a theme which 
will have been familiar to Spearhead 
readers these past few months: abusing 
the producers of Granada’s excellent 
World in Action. 


The last time the National Front’s 
tabloid hate-sheet dabbled in the heady 
world of the conspiracy theories was in 
the days of Britain First. The editors 
of this forerunner of National Front 
News became increasingly estranged from 
Tyndall and Spearhead; they started 
building up their own power-block 
around Britain First, which increasingly 
became an organ for their ideological, 
anti-Semitic Strasserite version of Nazism. 
In the end the Britain First group split 
away from the Front to form the National 
Party. 





Perhaps we are witnessing the start of 
a repetition of history. As last month’s 
readers of Searchlight will be aware, 
Spearhead recently contained a curious 
article by Webster, which was reminiscent 
of the old Britain First stuff. National 
Front News’s editor is none other than 
Martin Webster; and reports are always 
reaching Searchlight that the same 
Martin Webster is not the most popular 
person in the NF’s hierarchy. 
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Despite recently reaffirming that British Move- 
ment is proscribed to the Front Spearhead 
copied a BM sticker for its cover. 


AS IF responding to the challenge of 
National Front News, Spearhead contains 
two foul racist cartoons. Its cover — a 
doctored photograph of a young black 
embracing a white girl — expresses those 
psycho-sexual inadequacies which lurk in 
the recesses of the racist mind. The 
National Front, like other racist groups, 
frequently shows pictures of black males 
and white females, but never the other 
way round. One dreads to think what 
sort of perverted titillation racists get 
from such pictures. 

For the main part, however, Spearhead 
is stuffed full of its usual tasteless fare. 
For instance there’s a lumpy portion of 
Tyndall, stodgily defining what he means 
by ‘democracy’. 


The main interest here is the way 
Tyndall demonstrates that his conspiracy 
interpretation of politics entails the 
negation of freedom. Pompously he 
discusses the concept of a “pluralistic 
society”’, adding “in terms of its con- 
tribution to the beauty and preciseness 
of the English language, it is one for 
which I care little’. 

Tyndall is no lover of the ‘pluralistic 
society’ and its freedoms. One of the laws 
of British society which really irks him is 
18b — the law passed during the Second 
World War to imprison fascist sym- 
pathisers. According to Tyndall “morally 
this law was a monstrous injustice”, for 
fascist sympathisers would have served 
Britain with patriotic distinction. Showing 
his own beautiful and precise command 
of language, Tyndall goes on: 


“That they would not do otherwise 
would have been known to anyone 
who is sufficiently acquainted with 
fascism to know that to the fascist the 
survival of one’s country comes before 
any questions of political ideology.” 


And Tyndall wants nothing better 
than to carry on the work of these fascist 
sympathisers by fighting for the ‘survival’ 
of his country. 

In Tyndall’s imagination Britain’s 
survival is threatened by the “Marxist 
conspiracy to eliminate the great nations 
of the Western World and to overthrow 
civilisation”. And for once, Tyndall in 
Spearhead is less explicit than National 
Front News about this conspiracy ‘‘to 
obliterate the nation .. . and to eliminate 
the race’. 

He doesn’t refer to a ‘Zionist con- 
spiracy’; still less does he use Spearhead’s 
recent formula of a ‘Zionist-Jewish 
conspiracy’. Instead he leaves it all 
mysteriously vague, referring enigmati- 
cally to “the murky history of subversion 
in pre-Marxist Europe from which Marx 
and his disciples draw inspiration’’. 

Nevertheless Tyndall does offer a clue 
to his mystery when he says that these 
murky forces have been “documented 
so ably in Nesta Webster’s World Revo- 
lution”. Nesta Webster (no relation) was 
one of the first British fascists and an 
enthusiastic admirer of Mussolini. World 
Revolution, like most of her other books, 
was deeply anti-Semitic and tortuous 
in its obsession with a world Jewish 
conspiracy. No surprise that World 
Revolution is perennially on National 
Front booklists. 

How to defeat this devilish conspiracy? 
Not, according to Tyndall, by preserving 
traditional liberal freedoms. These are 
powerless in the face of the “criminal 
conspiracy against Britain, against the 
White Race and against the civilised 
world”’. 

Instead free speech must be drastically 
curtailed and war-time rules must be 


applied — i.e. Regulation 18b must be 
applied against anti-fascists in a grotesque 
reversal of roles. Thus Tyndall advocates 
“a logical extension of existing laws of 
Treason and Sedition as they apply in war 
so that those laws apply equally in times 
of peace’’. 

Tyndall’s reasons why this would be a 
‘logical extension’ is that the world 
conspiracy has declared war on Britain: 
“We must rid ourselves of the delusion 
that a state of war is something that only 
exists when people are actually firing 
guns at our country or its armed forces’’. 


The implication is that all who aid this 
conspiracy are “in collaboration with a 
hostile foreign power or _ otherwise 
working to purposes which may threaten 
the national sovereignty, security or 
survival of this country’’ and as such 
“they are outside the law and deserve to 
be treated as such”’. 


And there we have it, as clearly stated 
as we are likely to have it, at least so long 
as Tyndall still goes through the motions 
of being a democratic politician. The 
opponents of the National Front are all 
treated as various cogs of the mysterious 
conspiracy. As such the National Front 
not only would deny them the right of 
free speech, but Fiihrer Tyndall would 
brand them enemies of his Reich, beyond 
the protection of the law. 

Spearhead has a logic alright — it is 
the logic of the concentration camp. 


IF THERE should be anyone who still 
has any lingering doubts about the Nazi 
heritage of the Front, then they should be 
satisfied by Verrall’s article in Spearhead. 

Verrall, the most intellectual of all 
Spearhead’s lofty intellects, covers it all 
in a piece about biology and genetics. 
There’s racism, as Verrall asserts that there 
is a “racial instinct’? which “‘operates to 
ensure genetic survival”’. 

Hard on the heels of racism, is Verrall’s 
elitism: 


“The competitive instinct has a direct 
influence upon one particular social 
structure, namely class stratification, 
separating the bright talented, leader- 
ship groups. Social classes are con- 
sequently genetic groupings.” 


Unsurprisingly not too much of this 
sort of thing finds it way into National 
Front News which is designed for the 
not too bright, untalented, led group 
of the National Front. 

To cap it all, Verrall includes a fair 
dose of traditional sexism, waffling on 
about the biological basis of ‘‘male 
aggression and female domesticity”’: 


“Sexual and other behaviour differs 
between man and woman simply 


because of differences in male and 
female hormone secretions which are 
governed by the sex chromosomes of 
our genes. This is why men and 
women think and behave differently.” 


Verrall attempts to justify all his 
prejudices by referring to the findings 
of modern sociobiology (itself a highly 
dubious and criticised enterprise). At one 
point he parades his scholarship to quote 
from no less an authority than “the 
ethologist Karl Lorenz’’. 

Presumably this is Spearhead’s deli- 
berate error of the month and Verrall is 
trying to quote Konrad Lorenz — the 
Nobel Prize winning ethologist, who, 
perhaps not coincidentally, was a pre- 
war sympathiser of German Nazism. 

For there is a definite pattern behind 
Verrall’s half-digested and quarter-under- 
stood notions of biology: it is the pattern 
of Nazism. 

Verrall claims that modern biology is 
confirming the pioneering work of 
Arthur de Gobineau and his followers 
like Houston Stewart Chamberlain, who 
formed “a distinct school of racial 
theory”. Gobineau and Chamberlain 
were, of course, to have such a decisive 
influence on the Nazis. 

However, Verrall does not deny this; 
for him it is one of their glories that their 
ideas should have “paved the way for 
Adolf Hitler’. Moreover he believes 
that their ideas were fundamentally 
correct. 


EVEN in Spearhead there is not a vast 
jump to be made from the intellectual 
pretensions of Verrall to crude racial 
abuse. And here Spearhead resembles its 
stablemates National Front News and the 
thoroughly unwholesome British News: 
the small grubbily produced newsletter 
which contains the vile column ‘Gleanings 
from the Gutter’ — a not too subtle 
tribute to Julius Streicher. 

We don’t need to open this month’s 
British News (which for some reason 
seems a bit miffed with Searchlight) to 
scrap the barrel. Spearhead displays its 
sophisticated wit by mocking an African 
student: “‘Ah’s am a student”. 

Having waited for the gales of laughter 
to subside, we can then enjoy the humour 
of Peter H. Peel (an educated man, so 
Spearhead tells us, with a doctorate in 
history). Peel tells a story about a Zionist 
acquaintance who was “somewhat un- 
characteristically well-mannered”. Snigger, 
snigger. But wait for the punchline: 
“He is also a Marxist. (So vat else is 
nu?)”. Sounds of fascist sides being 
split. 

But note, even here Spearhead tries to 
retain its old division of labour: it wheels 
out the educated bigot to make the 
anti-Semitic crack. 
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NEWs IN BRIBE 


NF CONFERENCE GETS GO-AHEAD — 
YARMOUTH COUNCIL OVERRULES 
COMMITTEE 


Yarmouth Council publicity and amenities 
committee have voted to reject the 
NF’s application to hold their annual 
conference in the town. Most speakers at 
the committee meeting were against 
allowing the conference to be held in the 
town. Deputy Mayor Harry Miller said 
that the NF was the worst evil that has 
ever confronted mankind, and he pointed 
out that the people in Yarmouth were 
‘horrified’ at the prospect of a National 
Front conference in the town. 

The trades council had previously 
announced its intention of disrupting 
certain public events in protest against 
the council hiring out public buildings 
to the Front (see Searchlight 46). John 
Cannell, Trades Council chairperson, said 
after the meeting, “We believe that 
this morning’s decision is a victory 
for common sense and the workers of 
Yarmouth who would have footed the 
bill for the adventurous policies of the 
Tory group. 

“We feel that it is totally irresponsible 
of the local Conservative Party and their 
MP Mr Fell to talk about threats made 
by the Trades Council in relation to 
threats that are posed to world democracy 
by the National Front . . . we hope that 
the people of Yarmouth will appreciate 
that the Trades Council only used its 
industrial power to change the publicity 
committee’s decision .. .” 

But the full Council meeting in Emer- 
gency Session later rejected the committee 
recomendation and confirmed the NF 
booking, adding the proviso that the 
Front deposit over £6,000 in. advance. 

The campaign against the Council 
decision is being intensified. 





BRENT COUNCIL STANDS FIRM 


The war between Brent Council and the 
local NF branch continues as the Front 
threaten to take legal action over a ban 
on the use of a school for an election 
meeting. Coun John Lebor, leader of the 
council, said that he had had legal advice 
on the matter. He said, “We do not feel 
that the proposed meeting is a legal bona 
fide election meeting’. It was doubtful 
whether the meeting would be open to all 
those who wished to attend. 

The leader of the Conservatives, 
Coun Dennis Jackson, said the ban had 
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his full support. 

Nick Franklin, the Front’s election 
agent, said that their candidate would still 
be available outside the school on the 
night in question. 





TYNDALL GIVEN RUN-AROUND 


A National Front meeting in Cardiff had 
to be re-arranged at the last minute when 
the Anti Nazi League discovered that 
they had booked a central hotel room 
under a false name. John Tyndall was due 
to address the meeting, which was a pre- 
election talk about the future of the 
Front in Wales. It was booked under the 
name ‘The Free Thinkers’. 





SCARF APPEAL TO MARKET 
TRADERS 


Traders at East Street Sunday market in 
Southwark have been asked by the local 
Campaign Against Racism and Fascism 
(SCARF) to help them try to get the 
Front banned from the market. SCARF 
members believe that if the NF presence 
is not checked, East Street “could end up 
like another Brick Lane”. They have 
approached the local Traders’ Association 
and are petitioning the stallholders and 
shopkeepers; and until recently were 
handing out their own leaflets at the 
market. But the police have now stepped 
in and limited the number of people 
distributing leaflets from any organisation 
to two. 





NF FORCED TO DROP CANDIDATE 


Malcolm Smith, the NF’s national 
Treasurer, has been obliged to resign 
as Slough’s NF Parliamentary candidate 
after he was convicted of smashing a 
window of a woman’s house in Watford. 
A press release issued by the local branch 
said, “Mr Smith has agreed to withdraw 
his nomination in order to serve the 
best interest of the party”’. 


HEARD THE ONE ABOUT THE MAN 
ON CRUTCHES! ; 


Darlington NF chairman, Tony Bruce, 
was convicted of using threatening 
behaviour and possessing an offensive 
weapon after an incident last Christmas 
Day. He pleaded not guilty to the charges, 
after telling the court how he was forced 
to stand guard outside his house armed 
with a pickaxe handle. He said that 








on the previous evening he had been 
threatened by acoloured man on crutches. 
Bruce said he had gone to fetch a police- 
man because, when he tried to intervene 
in a dispute between the man on crutches 
and a woman, the man told him, “I know 
you. You’re Tony Bruce, and I’m going 
to get you tonight’. 

After insulting the couple in the 
presence of the policeman, Bruce went 
home and decided to keep watch outside 
his house. Later that night, three people 
travelling past Bruce’s house in a car 
reported that a figure ‘“came out of the 
darkness waving a stick” which he threw 
at the car as they drove off. 


“RACIAL ORIGIN’ CENSUS 
CONDEMNED 


Slough CRC are campaigning to have 
the question about racial origin removed 
from the 1981 census. Philip Goldenburg, 
a member of the CRC and Liberal Par- 
liamentary candidate for Eton and Slough, 
said, “If someone like the National Front 
got hold of the information they could 
use it in their campaigns — and people’s 
windows might start getting smashed”’. 

The CRC is not against race records in 
the area, as they feel these help to monitor 
the extent of minority groups’ oppor- 
tunities in housing, jobs and education. 

The difference between these and 
nationally kept records is that the names 
of individuals would not be publicly 
available. The Office for Population 
Census and Surveys say that many organi- 
sations were consulted about the inclusion 
of this question. The proposals for the 
census still have to be approved by 
Parliament. 





HAVERING — MP JOINS PICKET 


The people in Havering are continuing 
their campaign of protest at the way the 
Front were allowed to attend the Civic 
Conference. Members of trade unions, 
community organisations, political parties 
and Havering Anti Nazi League and 
Arthur Latham MP, who lives locally, 
held a picket outside Romford Town 
Hall recently to show their disgust at 
the way the NF had been treated as a 
respectable organisation by being invited 
to join the conference. 


“AN EVIL CANCER” 


Father Barry Naylor, a vicar in Kent and 
an adviser to the Bishop of Southwark 


on National Front activities, told a 
meeting of the Kingston Group for 
Racial Understanding, in Surrey, that the 
NF was like “‘an evil cancer’’. He said that 
it was anti-Semitic and racialist and 
against law and order and freedom of 
speech. 

He told the meeting that its inevitable 
method of argument was violence, as 
shown by many incidents of window 
smashing, the breaking up of meetings 
of homosexuals, robbery and general 
violence. He said that the real danger 
of the party was its plausibility and its 
presentation of itself as a patriotic 
movement, and urged the KGRU to do 
everything they could to make clear to 
others the dangers if NF members were 
ever elected to Parliament. 


FRONT WARNED OVER FALSE NAME 


Ipswich Council have agreed not to 
discriminate against organisations on 
religious, political or moral grounds; 
though it has been made clear that the 
secretive way in which the last NF 
booking was made will not be repeated. 
Last February a council employee booked 
the NF into a room under a code name, 
saying he was following police instructions 
to play down the issue. 

The leader of the council said that if 
organisations used false names and got 
away with it once, then ‘it would be the 
last time they would ever get away with 
it. 





PLAID CYMRU AND LIBERALS SLAM 
FRONT 


The national research officer for Plaid 
Cymru, Bob Griffiths, called for a ban on 
the use of public buildings by the NF 
when he spoke to the Dyfed ANL at 
Carmarthen. 

Coun David Nam, Liberal, added his 
support to this and said that he would 
work unceasingly for the exposure 
and isolation of the National Front at 
Carmarthen. 





FRONT STEPS UP RACIST CAMPAIGN 


Two YNF members in Manchester, Paul 
Chynoweth and Steven Smith, were 
recently cleared under the Race Relations 
Act for distributing their leaflets outside 
a school. After about two hours the judge 
decided there was no case to answer and 
the charge was dropped. One result of 
this and similar acquittals of racists under 
the Act has been that the latest NF leaflet 
is even more provocative and full of 
‘incitement to racial hatred’ than ever. 
The leaflet shows diagrams of skull 
sizes, accompanied by statements like, 


“Leading scientists have shown that the 
negro brain weighs eight to 12 per cent 
less than the white brain. Brain weight 
is another measure of intelligence’’. 

It also says “In many cities the govern- 
ment has set up special projects to 
provide jobs for unemployed black 
youngsters’’. 

A big recruiting drive for the YNF was 
planned in Scotland, but on the day they 
proposed to start only one school in 
Glasgow reported any incidents. In 
Aberdeen the Anti Nazi League handed 
out their leaflets at eight secondary 
schools. 

The chairperson of the Scottish 
Parents Teachers Council, David Fraser, 
said, “We will be writing to the education 
authorities asking them to take action to 
prevent this attempt to infiltrate our 
schools”’. 





STUDENT INFORMER 
ALLOWED TO STAY ON 


The Hull university student, Tony McRoy, 
who alleged that he had been informing 
on other students ever since a local police 
officer had discovered he was a member 
of the National Front, is being allowed to 
carry on at the university as a member of 
the student union. The union voted that 
he should be allowed to remain in spite of 
a move by some sections of the Left to 
have him expelled. 

Nigel Stanley, chairperson of the 
National Organisation of Labour Students, 
has written to Merlyn Rees demanding a 
full enquiry into the activities of the 
police among students. In the letter 
he described McRoy’s well-documented 
allegations that the police had persuaded 
him to act as informer on other students 
at Hull. 

McRoy was detained under the Preven- 
tion of Terrorism Act on February 6th 
1979 as a result of being a member of 
UDA, and questioned for nearly two 
days, particularly about student politics 
at Hull university. While he was being 
detained, his home in Liverpool was 
raided and his NF membership card 
was found. McRoy claims that Detective 
Inspector Cook at Hull Central Police 
station asked him to inform on other 
students using his Front membership as 
an incentive. He was reported to have 
said, “When we tell the students, life 
for you will be hard. You will probably 
have to leave the university”. 

A month later, McRoy told the 
president and deputy of the student 
union that he was a member of the NF 
and that he had been asked to inform. 
He told them that Cook had asked him 
to identify people in a photograph of 
ANL leaflet distributors, and that he had 
been interested in students from all kinds 
of political groups. 


COUNCILS URGED TO BAN 
RACISTS 


The Joint Committee Against Racialism 
— an alliance of Britain’s major political, 
religious, ethnic minority and youth 
organisations — is asking local authorities 
to ensure that organisations which 
promote racialism do not use local 
authority premises. 

A letter to this effect is being sent to 
major national and regional organisations 
representing local councils. 

The letter asks local authorities to 
“take all necessary steps to ensure that 
activities which incite or propagate 
racialism or racial hatred in contravention 
of the Race Relations Act or other 
legislation shall not take place on local 
authority premises”. 

“Premises under the jurisdiction of a 
local authority should not be utilised by 
Organisations which promote racialism 


except where current electoral law 
requires”, says the Joint Committee 
Against Racism (JCAR). 


JCAR CoChairwomen Joan Lestor MP 
and Shelagh Roberts GLC are urging local 
authorities to take action on this issue. 

“We sincerely hope that local authori- 
ties will respond positively to our request 
— that is unless they have already taken 
action on the issue’, commented the 
JCAR Co-Chairwomen. 


VIOLENT ATTACK ON GAY THEATRE 
GROUP 


Five members of Gay Sweatshop Theatre 
Group were attacked by 9 men wielding 
iron bars as they left the Grosvenor 
House Hotel on the night of 2 April. 

In what appeared to be a well planned 
attack in which two cars, a white Morris 
Marina and a gold Ford Capri with a 
black vinyl roof, were used, complete 
with look-out, one member of Gay 
Sweatshop was beaten unconscious and 
needed 7 stitches in a head wound. Other 
members of the group were badly knocked 
about. 

The injuries could have been much 
more serious but for two passing park 
policemen who rushed to their aid 
and helped chase the attackers off. 
Descriptions of a number of the men 
involved have been given to the police, 
including that of one who tried to run 
down one of the park police. 

West Midland Switchboard have dis- 
tributed leaflets round pubs and clubs 
frequented by gays warning them to be 
careful when they leave late at night. 

Although there is a strong feeling 
amongst the gay community that the 
attack could have been organised by 
the extreme right, it bears all the hall- 
marks of a gangland operation connected 
with protection. 
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SEARCHLIGHT 


Searchlight has been in the news for its 
consistent exposure of Fascist activity. 

We are the only journal in Britain regularly 
monitoring extreme right wing organisations, 
and provide a news service to our readers 
unobtainable elsewhere. 

Show your support by renewing your sub- 
scription promptly and by gaining a new 
reader from amongst your friends. 


SUBSCRIPTION 


Name/Organisation 


FACE TO FACE 


: : : . . A PROGRA! if AU -RACI/ IC/ y 
Organisations £5 for 12 issues including GRAMME FOR MULTI-RACIAL EDUCATION 


postage. 
Individuals £4 for 12 issues including postage. 


| enclose Cheque/PO forf£...........To 
be made out to A.F. & R. Publications, 21 


Great Western Buildings, 6 Livery Street, Available from Zebra Project, 1 Merchant Street, 
Birmingham 3. London E3. 30p + 10p p&p (or 10 copies at £3.00 
inc. postage). 


Group Leader’s Handbook 


6g CISM AND FACIS! UNE 1976 1 STHUGGLE AGAINST RACISM AND FASCISM 
ON THE STRUGGLE AGAINST RACISM AND FACISM UNE 1 der 1976 PRICE THIRTY PENCE 


OCTOBER 4th 1976 
CABLE STREE 
THEY DID NOT P 


Spaciat Aoniversary Issue 
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SPECIAL OFFER | 
All available back copies Jan 1976 


A PARTY POLITICAL BROADCAST? 


nee seiner to Dec 1978 £11 incl. p + p 

















